Training in clinical ethics consultation: the Washington Hospital Center course.
How can one be trained to enter the evolving field of clinical ethics consultation? The classroom is not the proper place to teach clinical ethics consultation; it is best done in a clinical setting. The author maps the elements that might be included in an apprenticeship, and sets out propositions for debate regarding the training needed for clinical ethics consultants and directors of clinical ethics consultation services. I was invited to be an observer of the first Intensive Course in Clinical Ethics at the Washington Hospital Center (WHC). I had no input into the planning. Having been present at a meeting of the Clinical Ethics Consultation Affinity Group of the American Society of Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) when the issue of a lack of training programs was discussed, I was acutely aware of the need. Knowing how popular the various four-day intensive courses in bioethics have been, held at Georgetown University first, and then in Seattle and locations in the Midwest, it seemed time to have a four-day intensive course that was devoted to clinical ethics. The differences between bioethics and clinical ethics is substantial and largely unappreciated by those in bioethics. So when the WHC team agreed to take on the task of offering an intensive in clinical ethics, it was an important step for the field.